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1. Paul Sebestyen, Under-Secretary in the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, recently made a tour of inspection of several Hungarian legations 
following the recent purges in the Hungarian diplomatic service. Only 
five members of the old diplomatic service survived the purge. 

2. According to Sebestyen, the series of purges were much more radical than 

the Hungarian Communist Party originally contemplated. Only markedly 

anti-Communist elements were sla$ed for elimination, but the Soviets 
intervened through the political police and the Political Department of 
the War Ministry and demanded that a large proportion of the diplomats 
be dismissed. I. was said that prominent Communists, such as George 

Heltai of the Political Section‘ef the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

were shocked by the ruthlessness of the Russian demands. . 


3. Sebestyen stated that he subuitted his own resignation but the Communists 
refused to accept it. His position is extremely vulnerable, he said, as 
he was the author of many treaties between Hungary anc Masi Germany. 


4. Sebestyen disclosed that the Russians are demanding a rebuilding of the . 
Hungarian Army, a subject. which is becoming the favorite topic in current 
Communist propaganda. The liquidation of resistance on the part of 
churches is to be the second political target, and after this aim is ac- 


hieved, the Communists plan to proceed with the collectivization of 
agriculture. 
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